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1 )K Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on Amendment filed on 3/29/06 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 and 20-28 is/are pending in the application. 
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3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Application has been examined. The claims 1-11 and 20-28 are pending. The claims 
12-19 are withdrawn. The examination results are as following. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. Claim 27 recites the limitation "said plurality of beads" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1,4-7, 9-11, 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cohen et al. (US 6,262,711). 

Regarding claims 1, 6, 25, Cohen et al. discloses in figure 2, a user interface (40) 
comprising at least two physical objects (see interactors 34), each associated with a respective 
data set consisting of at least one datum defining preferences (see fig. 2 and 1 1, see the 
interactors having own ID, see col. 14, lines 18-25 and see col. 13, lines 29-40); a controller (see 
40, 42 44, 26 and 38) coimected to a data store programmed to perform an operation on said 
respective data sets (see figs 2, 11), the controller having a receiver (because when the 
interactors contact the surface which receive the signal fi-om the channel 38); at least one 
transmitter (see the signal will transmit to the computer 28, fig. 2) operatively, a control signal is 
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transmitted to the receiver corresponding to an operation to be performed on at least one of the 
data sets and responsive to at least the other of the data sets, the controller being programmed to 
perform the operation (see fig. 2 and 1 1). 

Regarding claim 4, Cohen discloses further comprising a console (fig. 2), the console 
housing the transmitter. 

Regarding claims 5, 7, Cohen discloses that the console has a display (32, fig.2) and at 
least an inherent one control switch, the control signal being responsive to data entered through 
said at least one control switch and an image of said display being responsive to the control 
switch. 

Regarding claims 9-11, 27, Cohen et al. discloses the user interface includes a contact 
elements that is configured to permit the controller to detect in contact with interface (see col. 7, 
lines 5-8), and each of the tokens contains a unique encoded signature transmittable to the 
controller via the interface such that the controller may distinguish among the tokens (see figures 
2, 11, see interactors having own ID, see col. 14, lines 18-25 and see col. 13, lines 29-40). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-3, 8, 20-24 and 28 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The present invention is directed to a user interface, comprising: at least two physical objects, 
each associated with a respective data set consisting of at least one datum defining preferences of 
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user; a controller connected to a data store and programmed to perform an operation on the 
respective data set, the controller having a receiver; at least one transmitter operatively 
associated with said at least two physical objects and responsive to a mechanical state of said at 
least two physical objects such that a control signal is transmitted to the receiver corresponding 
to an operation to be performed on at least one of the data sets. The closest prior art of Cohen et 
al. (US 6,262,71 1) shows a similar invention, however, he fails to teach that wherein the at least 
two physical objects are tokens connected by a chain, a wire, string, or filament as claims 2, 20; 
or wherein the beads connected by one or more flexible connectors as claim 8; or wherein one of 
said two physical objects is a bead that has a visual characteristic that visually distinguishes said 
one of said two physical objects from another one of said two physical objects as claim 21; or 
wherein one of said two physical objects is a soft bead comprising a pressure sensitive switch as 
claim 23; or wherein at least one of said plurality of tokens is a soft bead comprising: a pressure 
sensitive switch, and a scrollable display, wherein said pressure sensitive switch is configured to 
scroll said scrollable display if pressure is applied to said pressure sensitive switch as claim 28. 

Response To Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed 3/29/06 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that "claims 1 and 25, as amended, recite "at least two objects each 
associated with a respective data set consiting of at least one datum defining preferences of 
user". 
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Examiner respectively disagrees because Cohen et al. discloses at least two objects each 
associated with a respective data set consiting of at least one datum defining preferences of user 
(see fig. 2 and 11, see the interactors having own ID, see col. 14, lines 18-25, col. 13, lines 29- 
40, see a computer implemented process 92 that runs on the microprocessor 88 and the user 
request has been processed, see col. 8, lines 7-48). For these reasons, the rejections are 
maintained. 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS firom the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated firom the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi"om the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this commimication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7698. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI, FROM 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Kimnhung Nguyen 
June 12, 2006 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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